TARRANT COUNTY

OFFICE OF THE

SHERIFF

Bill E. Waybourn PLAZA BUILDING
Sheriff 200 TAYLOR STREET
817/884-3098 SEVENTH FLOOR
Fax 817/212-6987 January 24 2023 FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76196
b
TO: The Honorable Judge Tim O’Hare

Commissioner Roy Brooks
Commissioner Alisa Simmons
Commissioner Manny Ramirez
Commissioner Gary Fickes

County Administrator G.K. Maenius

FROM: Sheriff Bill E. Waybourn

In compliance with Senate Bill 1074 of the 77" Legislature, the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Office is providing the data collected regarding stops, contacts, and searches during the
calendar year 2022. Attached are the following documents:

e Racial profiling data with charts on the number of contacts by race, contacts by
violation, searches by race and final outcomes by race;

e A copy of the Tarrant County Racial Profiling Policy approved by the
Commissioners’ Court; and

e A copy of the Tarrant County Sheriff’s web-site that outlines the process to file
complaints about racial profiling, including another copy of the policy.

In 2022, the Tarrant County Sheriff’s Office recorded a total of 10,326 traffic stops
within the racial profiling reporting system. This number reflects a significant increase of
traffic stops over the 2021 total of 5,503. Hazardous violations comprised 5,246 (51%) of
the total stops, and the non-hazardous percentage were the remaining 49%.

Contacts by race as a percentage of total stops are: stops of white drivers totaled 56% of
all stops in 2022, a decrease of 5% from 2021. Hispanic drivers had a slight increase of
1% from 2021. African American drivers experienced an increase of 2.5 % of total stops
from 2021. Stops of Asian drivers increased slightly from 1.2% to 1.8% of all violator
stops. Stops of Middle Eastern and Native American drivers were so few that their ratios
are statistically small, at 0.9%. The yearly variance in the contact data, i.e., contacts by
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race as a percentage of total stops, are most likely reflective of the changing
demographics of the driving population within the county.

Deputies were able to discern the driver characteristics prior to the stop at the ratio of
3.5% of stops (364 of 10,326). Deputies recognized the violator before the stop on 37
occasions, less than 1% of the total stops. Recognizing the violator prior to the stop is
indicative of the driver being known to the deputy from previous contacts.

Enforcement action in 2022 occurred in 12% of contacts (1237), which is a decrease from
the 2021 enforcement of 16%. White drivers received 46% of enforcement action in
2022, a decrease of 2% from 2021. The African American driver enforcement action
resulted in 26% of the total, a percentage increase of 2% from 2021. Hispanic drivers
receiving enforcement action made up 25.3% of the total, resulting in no statistical
increase over 2021. Asian drivers consisted of 1.4% of overall enforcement. Middle
Eastern and Native American enforcement ratios combined were 0.4%.

Deputies conducted 567 vehicle searches in 2022 (5.5% of all stops), which reflects a
decrease of 0.6% compared to 2021. Deputies conduct vehicle searches when they
develop probable.cause to believe contraband is present, upon plain view of contraband,
when the search is incident to an arrest, or after arrest and during the inventory of the
vehicle prior to towing. Those searches accounted for 414 of the total searches (73%).
The remaining 153 were incidents where the driver provided consent to the deputy to
conduct a search. Deputies located contraband in 280 searches, with the most common
items of contraband seized being drugs (236 seizures), alcohol (25 seizures) and weapons
(8 seizures). In 2022 deputies made 232 arrests out of 10,326 total stops (2.2%). A total
of 1,005 citations were issued, a 36% increase over 2021.

The Tarrant County Sheriff’s Office did not receive any complaints of racial profiling in
2022. The Sheriff’s Office monitors the activities of deputies by monitoring and
observing the actions of deputies regarding racial profiling, including reviews of traffic
stop videos, and reviews of reporting standards and compliance. The department’s policy
prohibiting racial profiling and the procedures for filing a complaint of racial profiling
can be found on the Tarrant County Sheriff’s Office public access web site,
http://access.tarrantcounty.com/en/sheriff.html under the Administration tab, or the

inquire tab.

Sheriff Bill E.



STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF TARRANT

TARRANT COUNTY RACIAL PROFILING POLICY

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 1074 was recently passed by the Legislature of the State of Texas prohibiting a peace
officer from engaging in racial profiling;

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 1074 requires that not later than January 1st, 2002, a law enforcement agency
covered by the law must adopt and implement a policy and begin collecting information under the policy;

WHEREAS, the Tarrant County Sheriff and the Constables of Tarrant County are now adopting, before the
Tarrant County Commissioners Court, a policy prohibiting racial profiling by their agencies;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Tarrant County Sheriff and the Constables of Tarrant County (hereinafter
collectively referred to as "agencies") adopt the following policy:

Section 1.
Racial profiling is defined as any law enforcement-initiated action based on an individual's race, ethnicity, or

national origin rather than on the individual's behavior or on information identifying the individual as having
engaged in criminal activity.

Section 2.
All peace officers employed by the agencies are strictly prohibited from engaging in racial profiling. All law

enforcement-initiated actions, which include all investigative detentions, traffic stops, arrests, searches and
seizures of persons and/or property shall be based on a standard of reasonable suspicion or probable cause as
required by law. All peace officers of the agencies must be able to articulate specific facts, circumstances and
conclusions, which support probable cause or reasonable suspicion for the investigative detention, traffic stop or

arrest.

Section 3.
All peace officers employed by the agencies shall not consider an individual's race, ethnicity, or national

origin in establishing either reasonable suspicion, probable cause or as a basis for requesting consent to
search the individual or his or her property.

Section 4.
All peace officers employed by the Tarrant County Sheriff's Office must "check out” via radio on every vehicle

or subject stop. At the conclusion of each stop, the peace officer will complete either a computerized or written
form, capturing all data elements required to be obtained by law. This information will then be uploaded from
the MDC to a computer database (if a computerized form) or manually inputted into a computer database (if a

written form).

Section 5.
No peace officer employed by the agencies will conduct a search of a person or vehicle after peace officer-

initiated contact without completing a written report detailing the search and the facts supporting it. In the event
no offense or arrest report is appropriate, a Miscellaneous Incident report will be completed.



Section 6.
If an individual believes that a peace officer employed by any of the agencies has engaged in racial profiling

with respect to the individual then the following complaint process shall govern:

A. Sheriff: If an individual believes that a peace officer employed by the Sheriff's Office has engaged
in racial profiling with respect to the individual then the individual must file a written complaint before
the 180th day after the alleged violation with the Tarrant County Sheriff's Department Internal
Affairs Division located at 200 Taylor Street, Fort Worth, Texas 76102.

B. Constable: Refer to Constable Contact Page

Section 7.
The agencies will provide public education relating to the agencies complaint process via the Tarrant

County web site located at www.tarrantcounty.com.

Section 8.
Appropriate corrective action will be taken against a peace officer employed by the agencies who, after an

investigation, is shown to have engaged in racial profiling in violation of this policy.

Section 9.
The agencies will collect information as required by law relating to traffic stops in which a citation is issued and

to arrests resulting from those traffic stops, including information relating to:

A. Therace or ethnicity of the individual detained; and

B. Whether a search was conducted and, if so, whether the person detained consented to the search.

Section 10.
Each agency will submit to the Tarrant County Commissioners Court an annual report of the information

collected pursuant to Section 9 above. Each agency shall first submit information to the Tarrant County
Commissioners Court on March 1, each year. The first submission of information shall consist of information
compiled by each agency during the period beginning January 1, each year, and ending December 31, each
year. The report may not include identifying information about a peace officer who makes a traffic stop or about

an individual who is stopped or arrested by a peace officer.

THIS POLICY is effective this the 18th day of December, 2001



TARRANT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE COMPLAINT INSTRUCTIONS

Internal Affairs Division
200 Taylor Street - 7th Floor
Fort Worth, TX 76102
817-884-1108

You may contact the Internal Affairs Division referencing the apparent misconduct by a Tarrant Coupty
Sheriff's Department employee in person, or by calling 817-884-1108. Office hours are Monday - Friday, 8 a.m.
- 5 p.m., (excluding County holidays). After office hours, a message and return phone number may be left via

voice mail and the call will be returned the following business day.

The Internal Affairs Division will investigate any calls that appear to be Level {ll. The result of t'heg.e
investigations may result in severe disciplinary action, up to loss of employment, or possible criminal
investigation. Because of the severe consequences of sustained Third Level Complaints you must come to the

Sheriff's Office to complete and sign a formal complaint form. [f you are unable to come to the Sheriff's Office,
accommodations will be made.

The complaint process generally takes the Department 60 calendar days to complete the invgstigation and for
the Board of Disciplinary Review to determine what discipline shall be recommended and/or imposed.
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